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PURPOSE OF THIS SERIES 

Jonah is a great missional book that 
will provoke us to reach our city and 
help to shape us as missionaries 
within our city. It will also change us 
as we see how God dealt with Jonah's 
sin and His great grace.  

 

THEMES IN THIS BOOK 

The main theme of this book is God's 
compassion for all nations and his 
compassion for us as he deals with us 
as a loving father. The other themes 
of the book are: 

• Sin: running from God 

• Grace: God forgiving and pursuing 
us  

• Sovereignty: God’s control over all 
things, including the weather, the 
sea, dice games, large marine 
mammals, plants, and salvation 
itself, Jonah 2:9. 

• Mission: God’s mission to all the 
peoples of the earth, even those 
we’d consider our enemies, through 
unlikely messengers - us. 

God is the hero of the story and Jonah 
comes off badly.  The writing of this 
book was probably part of his 
repentance. 

 

 

RELEVANCE OF THIS BOOK 

1. This book is part of the Minor 
Prophets, not because it is less 
important, but only because of its 
short length. Longer books, such as 
Isaiah, Jeremiah and Ezekiel are seen 
as Major Prophets. 

2. Jonah is a unique book because 
only Jonah and Nahum prophesied to 
foreign nations outside of Israel. The 
book of Jonah is about a prophet from 
Gath-hepher in Galilee, 3 miles 
northeast of Nazareth, who lived 
during the reign of Jeroboam II (793-
753 B.C.). Jonah is a country boy from 
Israel who is called to go and preach 
against Nineveh, the capital and 
leading city of Assyria in the eighth 
century BC. Perhaps the greatest city 
on Earth at that time. Nineveh is now 
modern Mosul in modern day Iraq. 

3. This book is one of the best-
known and most debated books of the 
Bible. Much of the debate involves the 
historical veracity of the book, which is 
resolved when we see that Jesus 
himself believed the book was a 
historical report (Mt 12:39-41; Lk 
11:29-30).  



  

4. This book is different from the 
other prophetic books in that, far from 
focusing on Jonah’s message, it 
focuses on the messenger himself 
and his reluctance to carry out his 
newest assignment from God.  

5. Assyria, like Rome a few 
centuries earlier, conquered most of 
the known world and was known for 
its pride, brutality and cruelty to 
prisoners that they had conquered in 
battle. They were archenemies of 
God's people and would eventually be 
used by God to destroy the 10 tribes 
of Northern Israel in 722 BC because 
of their sin and idolatry. 

6. Contemporaries of Jonah, 
Hosea and Amos, were actually used 
by God to prophesy against Assyria 
which was a job that Jonah would 
have loved because he didn’t love or 
like the Assyrians. 

7. This book is a narrative, an Old 
Testament story, which gives us a 
picture of God at work in his creation 
and among his people. Over 40% of 
the Old Testament is narrative and 
these stories glorify God, help us to 
understand and appreciate him and 
provide important lessons for our 
lives. The Old Testament narratives 
are not just stories about people who 
lived in Old Testament times, but first 
and foremost are stories about what 
God did in and through those people. 
God is the hero of those stories. Old 
Testament narratives do not always 
teach directly, but often illustrate what 
is taught directly elsewhere such as in 
the epistles. It is implicit teaching 
rather than explicit teaching. Old 
Testament narratives usually do not 
directly teach doctrine but will 
definitely illustrate the doctrine that 
has been taught more clearly 

elsewhere, particularly in the New 
Testament. For example, it does not 
say Jonah was disobedient, but we 
can see from the story that he was 
disobedient and disobedience is also 
condemned elsewhere in scripture.  

8. And so we need to embrace 
these stories in the Old Testament. As 
Christians, the Old Testament is also 
our spiritual history and the promises 
and callings of God to Israel are also 
our promises and calling. The Bible 
says in 2 Timothy 3:14 -16 that all 
Scripture is God-breathed and 
therefore we have much to learn from 
the Old Testament. 

9. Even though we are not under 
law but under grace within the new 
covenant, we can learn much about 
God and obedience/walking in his 
presence without obeying the Mosaic 
Law or coming under condemnation. 
Failure to study the Old Testament 
and God's need for holiness and 
repentance from sin will lead to a 
diminished gospel and the work of 
God in our lives. We need to have a 
high view of grace and a serious view 
of our own sin, and bring our sin to 
God for gospel deliverance.  

10. Finally we have much to learn 
from Jonah. He was saved for many 
years, a prophet in Israel, but his life 
was characterised by disobedience. 
We also have much to learn about 
God who pursues us even when 
you're on the run and may send 
storms our way to get our attention. 
We have much to learn about 
reaching our city. 

 

 

 



  

WHAT DO WE KNOW ABOUT 

THE PROPHET JONAH? 

1. Jonah was a prophet who loved 
Israel and was happy to prophesy 
within Israel even in that time of the 
evil King Jeroboam II. In 2 Kings 
14:23-25, Jonah prophesied about the 
boundaries and expanding kingdom of 
Israel. Now God asks him to go on a 
very different mission to his enemy the 
Assyrians. He was patriotically 
nationalistic and racist and hated the 
Assyrians and wanted them to go to 
hell, perhaps knowing prophetically 
that one day the Assyrians would 
destroy his future country and 
grandchildren, which they did in 722 
BC. 

2. He didn't want to go to Nineveh, 
not because of fear, but knowing that 
God might not ultimately destroy 
them, but rather let them live. He did 
not want to see that happen and so he 
disobeyed God and ran in the 
opposite direction. (Like a Jew going 
into Nazi Germany on a mission 
knowing that God may spare them). 
He couldn’t care less about this city. 
Nineveh was a Gentile metropolis of 
wickedness but a city that mattered to 
God, not to Jonah. God cared for 
Nineveh, but Jonah wanted to nuke 
them.  

3. Jonah was a prophet, a seer 
who spoke by the Spirit, but had real 
issues in his life and was quite 
emotional and moody. He runs, he 
hides, he disobeys God, he’s racist, 
and he’s extremely happy and loses 
his temper the same day and 
becomes suicidal. Yet God loves him 
and works with him. He fled from the 
Lord's presence twice, but God 
pursued him.  The only time he really 

seems to enjoy himself on his mission 
was when he walked around with a 
‘turn or burn’ message. He was a 
mixed up prophet.  He needed God’s 
grace to bring him back.  

4. Most prophetic books contain a 
message. This book is about the 
messenger, the prophet. How far he 
strayed from God, how he sinned, and 
how gracious God was to him. 

5. We see how Jonah influenced 
the city. His message touched the 
social life, the violence, the 
agricultural life and the governing 
structures – a massive kingdom 
influence. Through this we see God 
cares for the cities of the world and 
desires to bring the gospel to them.  

6. In Jewish tradition, Jonah, 
together with the final three verses of 
Micah, forms part of the ritual on the 
Day of Atonement when Jews in 
repentance confess their sins to God. 
In response to the reading of the book 
of Jonah the people reply, ‘We are 
Jonah’. The truth is: We are Jonah. 
Jonah receives the Word of the Lord. 
We have the Word of the Lord. Jonah 
is called to a great city. We are called 
to a great city (Pietermaritzburg). 
Jonah runs. We run. Jonah’s sin 
affects others. Our sin affects others. 
God uncovers Jonah’s sin. God will 
uncover our sin. Jonah knows a lot 
about God, but doesn’t truly believe 
what he knows. Often, we know about 
God but don’t truly believe it. Jonah’s 
repentance begins with confession. 
Our repentance begins with 
confession. God pursues Jonah for 
His purposes and Jonah’s good. God 
pursues us for His purposes and our 
good. God’s grace wins in the end! 

 



  

OUTLINE  

 

13 June: Introduction. Jonah 1:1-3 

 

 

27 June: The Presence of God. Part 1. Jonah 1:1-3 

 

 

4 July: The Presence of God. Part 2. Jonah 1:1-3 

 

 

11 July: The Storm. Jonah 1:7-16 

 

 

18 July: Jonah’s Prayer, Part 1. Jonah 1:17-2:10 

 

 

25 July: Prayer, Part 2. Jonah 1:17-2:10 

 

 

1 August: Mission, Part 1. Jonah 3 

 

 

8 August: Mission, Part 2. Jonah 3  

 

 

15 August: God’s Compassion. 

 

 

 

Grace Generation Church meets @ 09:00 on Sunday mornings  

Scottsville Primary School, King Edward Avenue.  

info@gracegeneration.co.za  033 386 5340   

Download audio recordings from www.gracegeneration.co.za 

 
 


